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ALTRINCHAM GARRICK PLAYHOUSE - AUDITION INFORMATION: 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Thank you for expressing your interest in auditioning for “OF MICE AND MEN”. This 
production will be part of our Spring/ Summer 2025 Season at Altrincham Garrick 
Playhouse. 
 
The Audition Date for this production is 	 	 	 Tuesday 18th February     
The Rehearsal Start Date for this production is	 	 Sunday 30th March   
The Production Dates for this production are	 	 	 Thursday 8th - Sunday  

18th May  
 
Performance Schedule  
 
Thursday 8th May - 		 7.30pm

Friday 9th May - 	 	 7.30pm

Saturday 10th May - 	 2.30pm 

Saturday 10th May - 	 7.30pm

Sunday 11th May - 		 4pm 


Wednesday 14th May - 	 7.30pm

Thursday 15th May - 	 7.30pm

Friday 16th May - 	 	 7.30pm

Saturday 17th May - 	 7.30pm

Sunday 18th May - 		 4pm   
 
Rehearsals 
 
Rehearsals will be every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 7.30pm - 10pm, and every 
Sunday from 2pm - 5.30pm.  
 
We do ask that all those auditioning are able to make every rehearsal. We do, of course, 
understand that sometimes you may have other commitments and special occasions 
during the rehearsal process, and we therefore ask that you inform us of any dates you 
are not available in advance (at the audition) and we will try and make this work. If you 
have a date that you’re unable to rehearse within ten days of the opening night (8th May) 
we may have to ask you to withdraw from the production.  
 
You may not be called to every rehearsal, and the Director will produce a rehearsal 
schedule as far in advance as possible, but we do still ask that those successful in being 
cast in the production remain flexible, as rehearsal schedules can often change during the 
process.  
 
OF MICE AND MEN 
 
 
Written by John Steinbeck  
Based on his own Novel - OF MICE AN MEN 
Directed by Joseph Meighan  
 
8th - 18th May 2025	  
Altrincham Garrick Playhouse  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“Guys like us, that work on ranches, are the loneliest guys in the world. They got no 
family. They don't belong no place...with us it ain't like that. We got a future. We got 
somebody to talk to that gives a damn about us.” 

George and Lennie are migrants with a dream; a dream of a better life, a place where they 
can belong, where Lennie feels safe and George can be somebody. But this is the Great 
Depression, not many dreams come true in a time where a few have plenty but most have 
nothing. When the friends take a job on Curly’s farm, tragedy unfolds leading to a heart-
breaking decision. 

John Steinbeck’s classic novel is more than 80 years old, but with themes of economic 
migration, racism, prejudice and exclusion it remains a parable for our times. 

A story of enduring friendship and hope. 
 
Recommended: 12+  
 
Warning: This production stays true to the original novel, exposing the depths of the 
characters and inviting conversations around difficult topics set against the brutality of the 
time. It will contain sensitive content including topics that cover racism, ableism, sexism, 
violence, assault, murder, death, plus some strong and offensive language. 
 
Characters 
 
The play OF MICE AND MEN is written for 9 Male actors and 1 Female actor. Due to the 
subject matter and the setting of the play (1930’s California - The Great Depression), it is 
important that actors auditioning for male roles identity as male, or are male presenting. 
Similarly, we ask that any actors auditioning for the 1 Female role are female or female 
presenting. There will be no Ensemble in this play.  

George Milton  

A small, quick-witted man who is Lennie’s de facto guardian, traveling companion, fellow 
ranch hand, and best friend. Although he frequently complains about his caretaking 
responsibilities, he is obviously devoted to and protective of Lennie. This friendship is 
what helps sustain George’s dreams of a better future - a fantasy of a little piece of 
farmland to call their own. George has a tendency to posture around others. He and 
Lennie are perennially out of work and down on their luck, but they take on these trials 
together.  
 
Playing Age: 30s - 40s 

Lennie Small  

A physically imposing, lumbering, and occasionally clumsy childlike man, also a migrant 
worker along with his friend and companion George. His mental disability means that he 
is almost entirely reliant upon George for guidance and protection, however Lennie looks 
up to his pal with a combination of awe, respect, and love. The two men share a vision of 
a farm they will own together, a vision that Lennie believes to the bottom of his heart. He 
is gentle and kind, but he has no conception of his own strength, which gets him into 
trouble.  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Playing Age: 30s  

Candy  

An aging ranch handyman, Candy lost his hand in an accident some time ago. He worries 
about his future on the ranch and fears the arrival of the day when his age will make him 
useless to others. When he hears of George’s description of their dream farm, he offers a 
considerable amount of money to join their venture, if only they would include him in the 
plans. Candy has an ancient dog he loves dearly. 
 
Playing Age: 60s  

The Boss  

The Boss is a stocky and well-dressed man in charge of the ranch George and Lennie 
land at. He is also Curley’s father. He is stern but fair-minded employer - an anecdote 
from Candy says the Boss gifted a gallon of whiskey to the ranch hands one Christmas. 
He makes only one appearance on stage.  
 
Playing Age: 40s - 50s 

Curley 
 

The Boss’ son: a young, impetuous, and combative character. Curley indicates he “has 
done quite a bit in the ring” at one time, but now is just “a little guy, alla time pickin’ 
scraps with big guys.” He obviously has several chips on his shoulder, many of them 
regarding his newly acquired wife of two weeks and the way the other ranch hands look 
at her. His jealousy and frequent losses of temper serve to accentuate his essential 
pettiness - and his inadequacies.  
 
Playing Age: 20s  

Curley’s Wife  

Only known throughout the whole play by her relationship to her new husband Curley and 
a string of unpleasant epithets from the ranch hands, she is a victim of time and place. 
Young, pretty, and isolated as the only woman in the play, she is, like many of the ranch 
hands, desperately lonely and has broken dreams of a different life. She is a victim in 
many ways, and her preoccupation with her looks gets her - and Lennie - into trouble. 

 
Playing Age: 20s  

Slim 
 

The consummate ranch hand and the main driver of the mule team, Slim is called the 
“prince of the ranch.” And for good reason - he is tall, good looking, strong, and greatly 
respected by the other characters for his physical abilities around the ranch as well as his 
treatment of the other workers. He keeps his mouth shut unless it is to speak for the 
weak. He is an insightful, kind, and a natural leader - and the only other character who 
seems to intuit the nature of the bond between George and Lennie. 
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Playing Age: 40s  

Carlson 
 

Another one of the ranch hands, he is a thick-bodied man who constantly complains 
about the smell of Curley’s old dog. Carlson is a simple man who enjoy simple pleasures, 
but he has little sympathy for Curley when convinces him to let him take the dog out back 
and shoot it.  
 
Playing Age: 30s - 40s 

Whit 
 

Another one of the ranch hands, noted as a youngish labourer. He is amiable and good- 
natured, but a bit of a pushover. He and Carlson are in company together for much of the 
play, though when it comes down to it he is the only one who takes Candy’s side over the 
killing of the dog - but only for a moment before resigning himself to the group’s will.  
 
Playing Age: 20s - 30s  

Crooks 
 

The proud, bitter, and somewhat cynical black stable-hand, Crooks gets his name, it is 
indicated in the script, from his crooked back. He lives by himself and is largely shunned 
by the other ranch hands - and he actively shuns them back, regarding any offers of 
kindness with suspicion. This bitterness stems from a combination of loneliness and the 
extremely pervasive, casual prejudices held by the country at the time this story takes 
place.  
 
Playing Age: 40s
 
 
What to Prepare 
 
Audition pieces will be available from 6.30pm on the Audition Evening, but we have also 
included them at the back of this pack for preparation. The page numbers from the script 
are listed below: 
 
GEORGE AND LENNIE - Pages 2 - 5 
GEORGE - Pages 52 - 53 
LENNIE - Pages 59 - 61 
BOSS - Pages 17 and 18  
CARLSON - Page 40 - 41  
CANDY - Pages 14 - 15 and 52 - 53  
CURLEY - Page 22 and 56  
CURLEY’S WIFE - Pages 68 - 69 and 74 - 75  
SLIM - Pages 34 - 35  
CROOKS - Pages 59 - 61  
WHIT - Pages 46 - 47  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The Audition Evening 
 
Auditionees will need to sign in and complete a contact sheet in the Theatre Bar at 
Altrincham Garrick Playhouse from 6.30pm on Tuesday 18th February. We will then see 
each auditionee in the Annexe in front of the audition panel from about 7pm. 
 
There will be Garrick personnel to show you around and help you through the process. 
Please be aware that these audition evenings often include quite a bit of waiting around 
and can be long, but we will try to move as quickly as we can.  
 
The audition panel will consist of the Director and members of the Altrincham Garrick’s 
Artistic and Casting Team (ACT). 
 
We are a diverse theatre and we welcome auditionees of all ages (above the age of 18) 
and all genders, ethnicities, sexualities, disabilities and races, to enrich the work of the 
production. 
 
What Next?  
 
If you’ve read all the information in this pack, and wish to audition, then please email 
casting@altrinchamgarrick.co.uk stating “OF MICE AND MEN” in the subject heading 
and detailing your name and contact number. By emailing, you will have registered for an 
audition on Tuesday 18th February.  
 
We’d like to wish you the very best of luck, and we look forward to welcoming you, or 
seeing you again! Thank you for taking the time and interest to prepare for this audition 
and Break-A-Leg! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Joseph Meighan (Artistic Director/ Artistic and Casting Team) 
Carole Carr (Artistic and Casting Team)  
Mike Shaw (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Fiona Primrose (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Gemma Sales (Artistic and Casting Team) 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