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ALTRINCHAM GARRICK PLAYHOUSE - AUDITION INFORMATION: 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Thank you for expressing your interest in auditioning for “VARDY V ROONEY: THE 
WAGATHA CHRISTIE TRIAL”. This production will be part of our Spring/ Summer 2025 
Season at Altrincham Garrick Playhouse. 
 
The Audition Date for this production is 	 	 	 Tuesday 11th March     
The Rehearsal Start Date for this production is	 	 Sunday 27th April   
The Production Dates for this production are	 	 	 Monday 2nd -  
 Saturday 7th June  
 
Rehearsals 
 
Rehearsals will be every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 7.30pm - 10pm, and every 
Sunday from 2pm - 5.30pm.  
 
We do ask that all those auditioning are able to make every rehearsal. We do, of course, 
understand that sometimes you may have other commitments and special occasions 
during the rehearsal process, and we therefore ask that you inform us of any dates you 
are not available in advance (at the audition) and we will try and make this work. If you 
have a date that you’re unable to rehearse within ten days of the opening night (2nd June) 
we may have to ask you to withdraw from the production.  
 
You may not be called to every rehearsal, and the Director will produce a rehearsal 
schedule as far in advance as possible, but we do still ask that those successful in being 
cast in the production remain flexible, as rehearsal schedules can often change during the 
process.  
 
VARDY V ROONEY: THE WAGATHA CHRISTIE TRIAL  

Adapted by Liz Hennessey  
Directed by Dan Ellis  
 
2nd - 7th June 2025 
Altrincham Garrick Playhouse 
 
A story stranger than fiction that blurs the boundaries of tabloid scoop, court case and 
soap opera, The Wagatha Christie Trial explores privacy and celebrity in modern Britain. 
 
On 9 October 2019, Coleen Rooney publicly accused Rebekah Vardy of selling stories 
about her to The Sun. The four words "It's.......... Rebekah Vardy's account" sent 
shockwaves across British and global press. Nobody could have expected the social 
media scandal to grow so large. 

On 10 May 2022, the "Wagatha Christie" trial commenced. Over seven days, the libel 
court case saw Vardy and Rooney remark on each other's lives, with much of it 
documented heavily in the press.  
 
Only a handful of people witnessed what happened behind the closed doors of this 
footballers’ wives drama and now you can too in this hilarious (and slightly tacky) court 
room comedy!  
 
You'll be on the edge of your seat as you relive the high-profile case, filled with drama, 
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intrigue, and scandal. 
 
Vardy V Rooney: The Wagatha Christie Trial was first performed at the Wyndham’s 
Theatre in the West End in 2022 before a UK and Ireland tour. 
 
Characters 
 
The majority of the script is drawn directly from the court documents, using verbatim 
transcripts of what was said under oath and presentations of evidence. Rooney, Vardy, 
and both prosecutors will have a lot of lines to learn word perfect and need to be able to 
deliver at a rapid-fire rate during certain points of the play. Pundit 1 and 2 also are large 
parts and are present throughout the action 

The play will require actors who can deliver deadpan comedy well at breakneck speed, 
without crossing the line of parody (again noting the court scenes are taken directly from 
quotes of what was said).  
 
Vardy V Rooney contains strong language and actors must be comfortable delivering and 
being on stage with them.  
 
Act 1 focusses on Vardy in the box, Act 2 focusses on Rooney in the box. Truly a game of 
two halves.  
 
Rebekah Vardy – Female, Playing age: Mid 30s- early 40s 
 
Softly spoken, originally from Norwich. She is suing Coleen for defamation based on 
Instagram posts and believes she has enough evidence to prove she is innocent of the 
claims made by Rooney’s Instagram post. Well PR trained on first viewing through years 
of experience, but at times easily confused by the details (or should that be she doesn’t 
recall them…?) presented to her, from her own evidence.  She is resilient, gives mostly 
short concise answers and ultimately wants to clear her name. Act 1 is focused on Vardy 
on the stand. 


 
Coleen Rooney - Female, Playing age: Mid 30s - early 40s


Scouser, and social media investigative. Rooney is the accused in the court case so 
endures a lot of questioning based on her sleuthing skills and private life, having to 
defend if what she is presenting is evidence or just personal belief. She has to have a 
sense of vulnerability regarding family matters being presented in the public eye over the 
past 2 decades. Act 2 is focussed on Rooney in the stand though she has a sizeable 
amount to do in act 1 also. 
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The Pundits: 
 
There are a double act of pundits who observe proceedings and give traditional football 
commentary throughout. Both interject through the trial, playing narrator roles, and 
becoming smaller characters that interact with the leads in flashbacks or scene that 
happen away from the courtroom. They add a large amount of humour and become 
names figures that featured heavily over the course of proceedings. Both pundits need to 
be versatile in their acting to differentiate between named roles, need to be comfortable 
talking directly to the audience and understanding the tongue in cheek characters they 
are.  

Pundit 1 (Jeff) – Male, 18+  
 
Also plays Jamie Vardy & Wayne Rooney (footballers and Husbands of Rebekah and 
Coleen)


Pundit 2 (Jem) – Female 18+  
 
Also plays Harpreet Robertson  (FA Senior Member of Staff) & Caroline Watt (Vardy’s 
Agent) 
 
Hugh Tomlinson QC – Male, Playing age: 60s 
 
Legal representative of Vardy. Leeds born, with many high-profile victorious celebrity 
cases already under his belt. A relentless eye for detail and ability to cause confusion, 
hone in on uncertainty, and change tact at a moment’s notice.  
 
David Sherborne – Male, Playing age: 50+ 
 
Representative of Rooney. Charming, confident and dare we say it, slightly smarmy?  
Cross examines Vardy for 3 days straight using tactics that borderline on showboating, 
sometimes to the annoyance of Mrs Justice Steyn. Delivers killer blows and also changes 
tact at a moment’s notice.  
 
Mrs Justice Steyn – Female, Playing age: 50+ 
 
High Court Judge who oversees the proceedings and delivers the final verdict. 
Admittedly, this is a smaller role with some interjections and final monologue, however 
Steyn will be on stage throughout and will react accordingly. Based on this, the actor will 
not be called to all the rehearsals.  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What to Prepare 
 
Audition pieces will be available from 6.30pm on the Audition Evening, but we have also 
included them at the back of this pack for preparation. The page numbers from the script 
are listed below: 
 
Rebekah Vardy 
 
Page 10: “[Oh my god] have you seen… to page 11: ”No its absolutely not a joke” to 
page 12: “I’m fuming I didn’t give it to you earlier” 
 
Hugh Tomlinson QC 
 
Page 60: “What did you tell her to say to The Sun?” to Page 62: “you have done all that 
kind of thing, haven’t you?” 
 
David Sherborne 
 
Page 29: “…1251…” to Page 31: “…That’s correct isn’t it?” 
 
Coleen Rooney 
 
Page 51: “… They have done it for years…” to Page 53: “…do you know what, just block” 
 
Pundits 1&2.  

Using the same audition pages for pundit roles and additional separate named 
individuals.  
 
BOTH - Page 2: “Bold play there from Rooney…” to Page 4: “…to the beautiful game, 
just like you” 
 
Pundit 1 also P41 as Wayne Rooney: “And you go on to say that…” to “Which I was 
completely unaware of” 
 
Pundit 2 also P17: Mrs Robertson Statement


Mrs Justice Steyn 
Page 69 - 70: The verdict monologue  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The Audition Evening 
 
Auditionees will need to sign in and complete a contact sheet in the Theatre Bar at 
Altrincham Garrick Playhouse from 6.30pm on Tuesday 11th March. We will then see each 
auditionee in the Annexe in front of the audition panel from about 7pm. 
 
There will be Garrick personnel to show you around and help you through the process. 
Please be aware that these audition evenings often include quite a bit of waiting around 
and can be long, but we will try to move as quickly as we can.  
 
The audition panel will consist of the Director and members of the Altrincham Garrick’s 
Artistic and Casting Team (ACT). 
 
We are a diverse theatre and we welcome auditionees of all ages (above the age of 18) 
and all genders, ethnicities, sexualities, disabilities and races, to enrich the work of the 
production. 
 
What Next?  
 
If you’ve read all the information in this pack, and wish to audition, then please email 
casting@altrinchamgarrick.co.uk stating “VARDY V ROONEY” in the subject heading and 
detailing your name and contact number. By emailing, you will have registered for an 
audition on Tuesday 11th March.  
 
We’d like to wish you the very best of luck, and we look forward to welcoming you, or 
seeing you again! Thank you for taking the time and interest to prepare for this audition 
and Break-A-Leg! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Joseph Meighan (Artistic Director/ Artistic and Casting Team) 
Carole Carr (Artistic and Casting Team)  
Mike Shaw (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Fiona Primrose (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Gemma Sales (Artistic and Casting Team) 
 
 
 

mailto:casting@altrinchamgarrick.co.uk
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