
Page  of 1 12

ALTRINCHAM GARRICK PLAYHOUSE - AUDITION INFORMATION: 



Page  of 2 12

Thank you for expressing your interest in auditioning for “TRANSLATIONS”. This 
production will be the final play in our Series of Irish Drama Season in the Altrincham 
Garrick Studio at Altrincham Garrick Playhouse. 
 
The Audition Date for this production is 	 	 	 Tuesday 25th March   
The Rehearsal Start Date for this production is	 	 Sunday 4th May  
The Production Dates for this production are	 	 	 Tuesday 10th -  
 Sunday 15th June  
 
Rehearsals 
 
Rehearsals will be every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 7.30pm - 10pm, and every 
Sunday from 2pm - 5.30pm.  
 
We do ask that all those auditioning are able to make every rehearsal. We do, of course, 
understand that sometimes you may have other commitments and special occasions 
during the rehearsal process, and we therefore ask that you inform us of any dates you 
are not available in advance (at the audition) and we will try and make this work. If you 
have a date that you’re unable to rehearse within ten days of the opening night (10th 
June) we may have to ask you to withdraw from the production.  
 
You may not be called to every rehearsal, and the Director will produce a rehearsal 
schedule as far in advance as possible, but we do still ask that those successful in being 
cast in the production remain flexible, as rehearsal schedules can often change during the 
process.  
 
TRANSLATIONS 
 
Tuesday 10th - 15th June 2025 
Altrincham Garrick Studio  


Written by Brian Friel  
Directed by Charlie Tomlinson  
 
It’s August 1833. The pupils have gathered in a hedge-school in the townland of Baile 
Beag/Ballybeg; an Irish-speaking community in County Donegal which has become the 
unlikely focal point for a changing world.  

Progress is coming. Tensions are growing. There are plans for a new English-speaking 
national school and a recently arrived detachment of the Royal Engineers are making the 
first Ordnance Survey. For the purposes of cartography, the local Gaelic place names are 
to be recorded and rendered into English…  

Brian Friel’s modern masterpiece Translations examines the fractious relationship 
between people and nations through the lens of language and (mis)communication.   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Characters 
 
Please see below some information provided by the Director:  
 

Character Context Age range

Manus Eldest son of Hugh (the 
headmaster of the hedge-

school 
 

Physically frail/intense/
[in love with Marie] 

25-30

Marie Strong minded young 
woman 

Engaging

20-30

Sarah Unable to speak
Needs strong performer

18-30

Hugh Headmaster of the hedge-
school 

Father of Manus and Owen
cultured with gravitas

60-70

Jimmy Jack Oldest student in the 
school

Educated man trapped in 
rural community

Lyrical

40-70

Owen Younger brother of Manus
Attractive/charming

A “city man”

20-30

Lieutenant Yolland English soldier 
“awkward in manner”

[falls in love with Marie]

25-30

Captain Lancey Commanding Officer
Tense/limited people skills
[contrast to the romantic 

characters

40-55

Doalty Engaging, energetic and 
passionate but with modest 

intellect

18-25
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There is an opportunity for a violinist and/or bohdran player to be part of the cast [if we can 
find them!  
 
What to Prepare  
 
For this audition, we ask that you please prepare a short dramatic monologue or reading 
that showcases you as an actor. This can be from the play, or from another play by Friel, or 
from any play or passage of dramatic text. Gender and age need not matter.  
 
Please perform the piece in the accent of the character you wish to audition for. 
 
You do not have to learn this piece off by heart, but obviously, being familiar with it will 
showcase you in the best light and allow you to perform more freely.  
 
We may have extracts from the play at the audition too, and we may ask you to sight read. 
 
The Audition Day  
 
Auditionees will need to sign in and complete a contact sheet in the Theatre Bar at 
Altrincham Garrick Playhouse from 6.30pm on Tuesday 25th March. We will then see each 
auditionee in the Annexe in front of the audition panel from about 7pm. 
 
There will be Garrick personnel to show you around and help you through the process. 
Please be aware that these audition evenings often include quite a bit of waiting around 
and can be long, but we will try to move as quickly as we can.  
 
The audition panel will consist of the Director and members of the Altrincham Garrick’s 
Artistic and Casting Team (ACT). 
 
We are a diverse theatre and we welcome auditionees of all ages (above the age of 18) 
and all genders, ethnicities, sexualities, disabilities and races, to enrich the work of the 
production. 
 
 
 

Bridget Open and fun loving 
Twin to Doalty

18-25
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What Next? 
 
If you’ve read all the information in this pack, and wish to audition, then please email 
casting@altrinchamgarrick.co.uk stating “TRANSLATIONS” in the subject heading and 
detailing your name and contact number. By emailing, you will have registered for an 
audition on Tuesday 25th March.  
 
We’d like to wish you the very best of luck, and we look forward to welcoming you, or 
seeing you again! Thank you for taking the time and interest to prepare for this audition 
and Break-A-Leg! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Joseph Meighan (Artistic Director/ Artistic and Casting Team) 
Carole Carr (Artistic and Casting Team)  
Mike Shaw (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Fiona Primrose (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Gemma Sales (Artistic and Casting Team) 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