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ALTRINCHAM GARRICK PLAYHOUSE - AUDITION INFORMATION: 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Thank you for expressing your interest in auditioning for “OPPENHEIMER”.  
This production will be part of our Spring/Summer 2025 Season at Altrincham Garrick 
Playhouse. 
 
The Audition Date for this production is 	 	 	 Tuesday 19th November    
The Rehearsal Start Date for this production is	 	 Sunday 5th January  
The Production Dates for this production are	 	 	 Monday 24th February -  

Saturday 1st March 
 
Rehearsals 
 
Rehearsals will be every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 7.30pm - 10pm, and every 
Sunday from 2pm - 5.30pm.  
 
We do ask that all those auditioning are able to make every rehearsal. We do, of course, 
understand that sometimes you may have other commitments and special occasions 
during the rehearsal process, and we therefore ask that you inform us of any dates you 
are not available in advance (at the audition) and we will try and make this work. If you 
have a date that you’re unable to rehearse within ten days of the opening night (24th 
February) we may have to ask you to withdraw from the production.  
 
You may not be called to every rehearsal, and the Director will produce a rehearsal 
schedule as far in advance as possible, but we do still ask that those successful in being 
cast in the production remain flexible, as rehearsal schedules can often change during the 
process.  
 
OPPENHEIMER 
 
Monday 24th February - Saturday 1st March 2025 
(Matinee at 2.30pm 1st March) 

Altrincham Garrick Playhouse 


Written by Tom Morton-Smith 
Directed by John Cunningham 
Associate Direction by Carole Carr 
 
1939: fascism spreads across Europe, Franco marches on Barcelona and two German 
chemists discover the processes of atomic fission. In Berkeley, California, theoretical 
physicists recognise the horrendous potential of this new science: a weapon that draws 
its power from the very building blocks of the universe.  
 
Struggling to cast off his radical past and thrust into a position of power and authority, the 
charismatic J Robert Oppenheimer races to win the 'battle of the laboratories' and create 
a weapon so devastating that it would bring about an end not just to the Second World 
War but to all war. 
 
Originally written for the RSC in 2015, Tom Morton-Smith's play takes us into the heart of 
science, politics and humanity clashing in the propulsive story of the Manhattan Project 
and the development of the world’s first nuclear bombs.
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Characters 

Oppenheimer tells the story of the Manhattan Project whose aim was the development of 
the first nuclear bomb. After its initial test it was used a few weeks later to destroy 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, bringing the surrender of Japan and ending the war in the Far 
East. The leader of the project was J. Robert Oppenheimer (Oppie). The play covers the 
period from 1939 to 1945.  
 
The ages are for guidance only. These are their ages in 1939 when the play begins. The 
right person for the part is more important than the actor’s age. Younger actors are 
encouraged to audition.


  

Character DOB Occupation
J Robert 
Oppenheimer 
“Oppie”

1904

35yo

Theoretical 
Physicist

He is 
underweight 
(128lbs) and 
suffers from 
TB.

Womaniser. Was a professor in the 
physics department at the University of 
California, Berkeley. In 1942, He was 
recruited to work on the Manhattan 
Project. In 1943 he was promoted to 
Colonel when the project was handed 
over to the army. He was appointed 
director of the project at the Los Alamos 
Laboratory, tasked with developing the 
first nuclear weapons.

Character DOB Occupation
Frank 
Oppenheimer 
(Oppie’s 
brother) 

1912

27yo

Particle 
Physicist

(and cattle 
rancher)

A communist. Professor of physics at the 
University of Colorado. He conducted 
research on aspects of nuclear physics 
during the time of the Manhattan Project. 

Jackie 
Oppenheimer 
(Frank’s wife) 

1911

28yo

Economist She was active in the Young Communist 
League despite her brother in law’s (Oppie’s) 
advice. Frank and Jackie were married in 
1936 

Jean Francis 
Tatlock

1914

25yo

Psychiatrist

(Committed 
suicide Jan 
1944)

She was a member of the Communist Party 
USA before it was banned and criminalized 
in the 1950s She is also known for her 
romantic relationship with J. Robert 
Oppenheimer 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Kitty Harrison 1910

29yo

Botanist Flirtatious. A radical Berkeley student and 
former Communist Party member. Kitty's 
first marriage lasted only a few months. In 
1938 she married Richard Harrison. She 
married Oppie in 1940.


Giovanni 
Rossi 
Lomanitz

1921

18yo

Theoretical 
Physicist

In the early 1940s, Lomanitz started 
graduate school at the University of 
California, Berkeley. His communist views 
prevented him from getting teaching posts 
in the US after the war. 

Bob Serber 1909

30yo

Physicist Serber's lectures explained the basic 
principles and goals of the Manhattan 
project. He was called “the intellectual 
midwife at the birth of the atomic bomb.” 

Charlotte 
Serber (Bob’s 
wife)

1911

28yo

Librarian She was the librarian for the Manhattan 
Project and the laboratory's only female 
group leader. 

Joe Weinberg 1917

22yo

Physicist Taught at Berkeley until 1937. Then worked 
on the Manhattan Project. 

Robert R 
Wilson

1914

25yo

Physicist In 1943, Wilson and many of his colleagues 
joined the Manhattan Project where he 
became the head of its Cyclotron Group, 
and later its Research Division. 

Haakon 
Chevalier

1901

38yo

Writer A communist with a relationship with a 
recruiter for Soviet intelligence. His 
friendship with Oppie was noted by the 
security forces. 
 

Klaus Fuchs 
(German)

1911

28yo

Theoretical 
Physicist

Worked on the Manhattan Project. Fuchs 
was responsible for many significant 
theoretical calculations relating to the first 
nuclear weapons. He later spied for Russia 
supplying information from the American, 
British and Canadian atomic research. 

Richard 
Harrison

Medical Doctor 
(British)

Richard Stewart Harrison met Kitty Puening 
while completing his internship in the US. 
They were married on November 23, 1938 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Character DOB Occupation
Edward 
Teller 
(Hungarian-
American)

1908

31yo

Theoretical 
Physicist

Referred to as "the father of the hydrogen 
bomb". Known for his scientific ability and 
his difficult interpersonal relations and 
volatile personality. He had a false foot 
from a teenage accident. 
 

Hans Bethe 
(German-
American)

1906

33yo

Theoretical 
Physicist

During World War 2, he was head of the 
Theoretical Division at the Manhattan 
Project.

Groves 
(Leslie 
Richard)

1896

43yo

Army General Oversaw the construction of the Pentagon. 
He directed the Manhattan Project when it 
became an army project. 

Kenneth 
Nichols 
(Colonel)

1907

32yo

Chief of 
counter-
intelligence 
West coast

Nichols led both the uranium production 
facility at the Clinton Engineer Works at 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and the plutonium 
production facility at Hanford Engineer 
Works in Washington state. 

Richard 
Feynman

1918

21yo

Theoretical 
Physicist

He assisted in the development of the 
atomic bomb. 

Luis W 
Alvarez

1911

28yo

Experimental 
Physicist

Participated in the development of the 
atomic bomb. In 1944–45. He suggested 
the technique for detonating the implosion 
type  
of atomic bomb. 

Peer Da Silva 1917

22yo

Captain US 
Army

A station chief in the CIA. He served as an 
Army officer providing security for the  
Manhattan Project. 


Ruth Tolman 1893

46yo

psychologist 
and professor

Known for her close relationship with J 
Robert Oppenheimer 

Doctor Appears in one scene
Waitress Appears in one scene
Military 
Policeman

Appears in a couple of scenes
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What to Prepare 
 
Because there are 22 characters, it will not be possible to audition each one individually. 
Auditions will be open, with characters reading against each other. The following major 
roles will be auditioned: 

J. Robert Oppenheimer (Oppie) and Kitty Harrison (Act 1 sc12 pages 30 to 32) 

Frank and Jackie Oppenheimer (Act 1 sc10 pages 28 to 29)


Bob Serber and Charlotte Serber (Act 2 sc20 pages 103 to 105)

 
J. Robert Oppenheimer (Oppie) and Jean Tatlock (Act 2 sc2 pages 72 to 74)

 
General Groves (Monologue page 43)

 
Klaus Fuchs, Luis Alvarez, Hans Bethe, Richard Feynman, Robert Wilson,  
Edward Teller (Act 2 sc 16 pages 98 to 100) 

Giovanni Lomanitz, Joe Weinberg (Act 1 sc9 pages 27 to 28)

 

 
The following roles are doubled and not auditioned separately:  
 
- Jackie Oppenheimer is doubled with Ruth Tolman and the Waitress 
- Richard Feynman with Haakon Chevalier 
- Klaus Fuchs with Richard Harrison 
- Luis Alvarez with the Doctor 
- Lomanitz with the Military Policeman 
- Joe Weinberg with Kenneth Nichols

  
Peer Da Silva is a small role and will be cast from one of the auditionees. 

All actors will be involved in Scene changing and ensemble pieces e.g, Party scenes, 
Research Workers, Military personnel, Etc.

 

All characters have American accents except Teller (Hungarian), Fuchs (German/British), 
Richard Harrison (British). Hans Bethe (German/American)

 
  

 
The Audition Evening 
 
Auditionees will need to sign in and complete a contact sheet in the Theatre Bar at 
Altrincham Garrick Playhouse from 6.30pm on Tuesday 19th November. We will then see 
the auditionees in the Annexe in front of the audition panel from about 7pm. 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There will be Garrick personnel to show you around and help you through the process. 
Please be aware that these audition evenings often include quite a bit of waiting around 
and can be long, but we will try to move as quickly as we can.  
 
The audition panel will consist of the Director and members of the Altrincham Garrick’s 
Artistic and Casting Team (ACT). 
 
We are a diverse theatre and we welcome auditionees of all ages (above the age of 18) 
and all genders, ethnicities, sexualities, disabilities and races, to enrich the work of the 
production. 
 
What Next?  
 
If you’ve read all the information in this pack, and wish to audition, then please email 
casting@altrinchamgarrick.co.uk stating “OPPENHEIMER” in the subject heading and 
detailing your name and contact number. By emailing, you will have registered for an 
audition on Tuesday 19th November.  
 
We’d like to wish you the very best of luck, and we look forward to welcoming you, or 
seeing you again! Thank you for taking the time and interest to prepare for this audition 
and Break-A-Leg! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Joseph Meighan (Artistic Director/ Artistic and Casting Team) 
Carole Carr (Artistic and Casting Team)  
Mike Shaw (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Val Watkinson (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Fiona Primrose (Artistic and Casting Team) 
Gemma Sales (Artistic and Casting Team) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:casting@altrinchamgarrick.co.uk
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