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“Win the race, find the answer, win the war.”
Meet the father of the Atomic Bomb...
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Thank you for expressing your interest in auditioning for “OPPENHEIMER”.
This production will be part of our Spring/Summer 2025 Season at Altrincham Garrick
Playhouse.

The Audition Date for this production is Tuesday 19th November
The Rehearsal Start Date for this production is Sunday 5th January
The Production Dates for this production are Monday 24th February -

Saturday 1st March
Rehearsals

Rehearsals will be every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 7.30pm - 10pm, and every
Sunday from 2pm - 5.30pm.

We do ask that all those auditioning are able to make every rehearsal. We do, of course,
understand that sometimes you may have other commitments and special occasions
during the rehearsal process, and we therefore ask that you inform us of any dates you
are not available in advance (at the audition) and we will try and make this work. If you
have a date that you’re unable to rehearse within ten days of the opening night (24th
February) we may have to ask you to withdraw from the production.

You may not be called to every rehearsal, and the Director will produce a rehearsal
schedule as far in advance as possible, but we do still ask that those successful in being
cast in the production remain flexible, as rehearsal schedules can often change during the
process.

OPPENHEIMER

Monday 24th February - Saturday 1st March 2025
(Matinee at 2.30pm 1st March)
Altrincham Garrick Playhouse

Written by Tom Morton-Smith
Directed by John Cunningham
Associate Direction by Carole Carr

1939: fascism spreads across Europe, Franco marches on Barcelona and two German
chemists discover the processes of atomic fission. In Berkeley, California, theoretical
physicists recognise the horrendous potential of this new science: a weapon that draws
its power from the very building blocks of the universe.

Struggling to cast off his radical past and thrust into a position of power and authority, the
charismatic J Robert Oppenheimer races to win the 'battle of the laboratories' and create
a weapon so devastating that it would bring about an end not just to the Second World
War but to all war.

Originally written for the RSC in 2015, Tom Morton-Smith's play takes us into the heart of
science, politics and humanity clashing in the propulsive story of the Manhattan Project
and the development of the world’s first nuclear bombs.



Characters
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Oppenheimer tells the story of the Manhattan Project whose aim was the development of
the first nuclear bomb. After its initial test it was used a few weeks later to destroy
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, bringing the surrender of Japan and ending the war in the Far
East. The leader of the project was J. Robert Oppenheimer (Oppie). The play covers the

period from 1939 to 1945.

The ages are for guidance only. These are their ages in 1939 when the play begins. The
right person for the part is more important than the actor’s age. Younger actors are
encouraged to audition.

Character

J Robert
Oppenheimer
“oppieu

Character

Frank
Oppenheimer
(Oppie’s
brother)

Jackie
Oppenheimer
(Frank’s wife)

Jean Francis
Tatlock

DOB

1904
35yo

DOB

1912
27yo

1911
28yo

1914
25yo

Occupation

Theoretical
Physicist

He is
underweight
(128lbs) and
suffers from
TB.

Occupation

Particle
Physicist
(and cattle
rancher)

Economist

Psychiatrist
(Committed
suicide Jan
1944)

Womaniser. Was a professor in the
physics department at the University of
California, Berkeley. In 1942, He was
recruited to work on the Manhattan
Project. In 1943 he was promoted to
Colonel when the project was handed
over to the army. He was appointed
director of the project at the Los Alamos
Laboratory, tasked with developing the
first nuclear weapons.

A communist. Professor of physics at the
University of Colorado. He conducted
research on aspects of nuclear physics
during the time of the Manhattan Project.

She was active in the Young Communist
League despite her brother in law’s (Oppie’s)
advice. Frank and Jackie were married in
1936

She was a member of the Communist Party
USA before it was banned and criminalized
in the 1950s She is also known for her
romantic relationship with J. Robert
Oppenheimer



Kitty Harrison

Giovanni
Rossi
Lomanitz

Bob Serber

Charlotte
Serber (Bob’s
wife)

Joe Weinberg

Robert R
Wilson

Haakon
Chevalier

Klaus Fuchs
(German)

Richard
Harrison

1910
29yo

1921
18yo

1909
30yo

1911
28yo

1917
22yo

1914
25yo

1901
38yo

1911
28yo

Botanist

Theoretical
Physicist

Physicist

Librarian

Physicist

Physicist

Writer

Theoretical
Physicist

Medical Doctor
(British)
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Flirtatious. A radical Berkeley student and
former Communist Party member. Kitty's
first marriage lasted only a few months. In
1938 she married Richard Harrison. She
married Oppie in 1940.

In the early 1940s, Lomanitz started
graduate school at the University of
California, Berkeley. His communist views
prevented him from getting teaching posts
in the US after the war.

Serber's lectures explained the basic
principles and goals of the Manhattan
project. He was called “the intellectual
midwife at the birth of the atomic bomb.”

She was the librarian for the Manhattan
Project and the laboratory's only female
group leader.

Taught at Berkeley until 1937. Then worked
on the Manhattan Project.

In 1943, Wilson and many of his colleagues
joined the Manhattan Project where he
became the head of its Cyclotron Group,
and later its Research Division.

A communist with a relationship with a
recruiter for Soviet intelligence. His
friendship with Oppie was noted by the
security forces.

Worked on the Manhattan Project. Fuchs
was responsible for many significant
theoretical calculations relating to the first
nuclear weapons. He later spied for Russia
supplying information from the American,
British and Canadian atomic research.

Richard Stewart Harrison met Kitty Puening
while completing his internship in the US.
They were married on November 23, 1938



Character

Edward
Teller
(Hungarian-
American)

Hans Bethe
(German-
American)
Groves
(Leslie
Richard)

Kenneth
Nichols
(Colonel)

Richard
Feynman

Luis W
Alvarez

Peer Da Silva

Ruth Tolman

Doctor
Waitress
Military
Policeman

DOB

1908
31yo

1906
33yo

1896
43yo

1907
32yo

1918
21yo

1911
28yo

1917
22y0

1893
46y0

Occupation

Theoretical
Physicist

Theoretical
Physicist

Army General

Chief of
counter-
intelligence
West coast

Theoretical
Physicist

Experimental
Physicist

Captain US
Army

psychologist
and professor
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Referred to as "the father of the hydrogen
bomb". Known for his scientific ability and
his difficult interpersonal relations and
volatile personality. He had a false foot
from a teenage accident.

During World War 2, he was head of the
Theoretical Division at the Manhattan
Project.

Oversaw the construction of the Pentagon.
He directed the Manhattan Project when it
became an army project.

Nichols led both the uranium production
facility at the Clinton Engineer Works at
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and the plutonium
production facility at Hanford Engineer
Works in Washington state.

He assisted in the development of the
atomic bomb.

Participated in the development of the
atomic bomb. In 1944-45. He suggested
the technique for detonating the implosion
type

of atomic bomb.

A station chief in the CIA. He served as an
Army officer providing security for the
Manhattan Project.

Known for her close relationship with J
Robert Oppenheimer
Appears in one scene
Appears in one scene

Appears in a couple of scenes
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What to Prepare

Because there are 22 characters, it will not be possible to audition each one individually.
Auditions will be open, with characters reading against each other. The following major
roles will be auditioned:

J. Robert Oppenheimer (Oppie) and Kitty Harrison (Act 1 sc12 pages 30 to 32)

Frank and Jackie Oppenheimer (Act 1 sc10 pages 28 to 29)

Bob Serber and Charlotte Serber (Act 2 sc20 pages 103 to 105)

J. Robert Oppenheimer (Oppie) and Jean Tatlock (Act 2 sc2 pages 72 to 74)

General Groves (Monologue page 43)

Klaus Fuchs, Luis Alvarez, Hans Bethe, Richard Feynman, Robert Wilson,
Edward Teller (Act 2 sc 16 pages 98 to 100)

Giovanni Lomanitz, Joe Weinberg (Act 1 sc9 pages 27 to 28)

The following roles are doubled and not auditioned separately:

- Jackie Oppenheimer is doubled with Ruth Tolman and the Waitress
- Richard Feynman with Haakon Chevalier

- Klaus Fuchs with Richard Harrison

- Luis Alvarez with the Doctor

- Lomanitz with the Military Policeman

- Joe Weinberg with Kenneth Nichols

Peer Da Silva is a small role and will be cast from one of the auditionees.

All actors will be involved in Scene changing and ensemble pieces e.g, Party scenes,
Research Workers, Military personnel, Etc.

All characters have American accents except Teller (Hungarian), Fuchs (German/British),
Richard Harrison (British). Hans Bethe (German/American)

The Audition Evening

Auditionees will need to sign in and complete a contact sheet in the Theatre Bar at
Altrincham Garrick Playhouse from 6.30pm on Tuesday 19th November. We will then see
the auditionees in the Annexe in front of the audition panel from about 7pm.
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There will be Garrick personnel to show you around and help you through the process.
Please be aware that these audition evenings often include quite a bit of waiting around
and can be long, but we will try to move as quickly as we can.

The audition panel will consist of the Director and members of the Altrincham Garrick’s
Artistic and Casting Team (ACT).

We are a diverse theatre and we welcome auditionees of all ages (above the age of 18)
and all genders, ethnicities, sexualities, disabilities and races, to enrich the work of the
production.

What Next?

If you’ve read all the information in this pack, and wish to audition, then please email
casting@altrinchamgarrick.co.uk stating “OPPENHEIMER” in the subject heading and
detailing your name and contact number. By emailing, you will have registered for an
audition on Tuesday 19th November.

We’d like to wish you the very best of luck, and we look forward to welcoming you, or
seeing you again! Thank you for taking the time and interest to prepare for this audition
and Break-A-Leg!

Best wishes,

Joseph Meighan (Artistic Director/ Artistic and Casting Team)
Carole Carr (Artistic and Casting Team)

Mike Shaw (Artistic and Casting Team)

Val Watkinson (Artistic and Casting Team)

Fiona Primrose (Artistic and Casting Team)

Gemma Sales (Artistic and Casting Team)


mailto:casting@altrinchamgarrick.co.uk
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TOM MORTON-SMITH"
11 — LECTURE SERIES: A LETTER TO A PRESIDENT

Albert EINSTEIN reads from a letter.
zmmwm& . Mr President ... Sir. I believe that it
rhbutq.mdﬂdlhm
innlnpm.of element uranium ... thus generating
a vast amount of power. This phenomenon may lead to the
mwondnmtypodm'nﬂypomﬂb@.
A single bomb that may very well flatten a city. 1 understand
that, since her expansion into the Sudetenland, Germany has
stopped the sale of uranium from the Czechoslovakian mines
that she has taken over. Are the Nazis aware of the potential of
uranium? Of course. May I suggest that this situation calls for
watchfulness and, if necessary, quick action on the part of your
administration. Yours truly ...’

12 — THE LINCOLN BATTALION

A garden party in Pasadena. :
The sun is shining and music is playing. Partygoers are having an excellent
MMONi:damwamq"Mk OPPIE stands to one side.

A band strikes up and sings a jaunty version of Jarama Valley’, a soldier’s
wvmw cml War. mylimm approaches OPPIE with

am 4 :.,;.; b & il q}_,ok;db ~'
K'm?em ol me}»mm, DI |
OPPIE:
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PrENAEIMER: AL Lt

m:maum...d“”r-‘“:d!wu -

my current husband ... all believe mh“ 5

Europe’s either becoming & BO0T0 Lo
graveyard ... and th each o ”
b-uhvonly".'"‘rn .

el why are you here? ¢

KITTY: There's a free bar. | cople.

“ﬂmn:(mﬁMQm"J '

He wanis you 10 §°

me around. I expect he’s losing an

KITTY: A friend of yours?

e
he’d like to win.

 KITTY: You're his secret weapon?

OPPIE: Hardly.

KITTY: Please. I cannot bear false modest) e

British. (Beat.) What is it you do?

OPPIE: ’m a professor of physics. s, >

KITTY: You’re a smart one then ... yon’reaw E

OPPIE: It has been known. i ol B
togeher now .. where would e go? I we xid
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TOM MORTON-SMITH
mm:m.--hm.“bm “ee

RICHARD: We should take our seat.
KITTY: Will you not join us?
Omm.lhwwhdwﬂlbcdd.

KITTY: Yes.
RICHARD: Darling ... we really must ...
KITTY: It was a pleasure to meet you, Robert. '

OPPIE: And you.
m:lhopeﬂ:atompadnawm

OPPIE: We should make certain of it.
KITTY: Yes. We should. :

13 — PEAS IN A POD
HAAKON: I want your advice ... suggestions ... rewrites if
‘ neceuary.Willyoucastyonrgyeover...? :
OPPIE: I'm flattered that you would ask, but you’re the novelist,

dapppaiiol 2w e aatind 1 . _
" HAAKON: This isn’t the novel, this is ... this is a pamphlet on

of the League of American Writers. This is for the
| Fac ttee of the Communist Party of

penal
3 n(“‘,

iy AR :
]
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TOM MORTON-SMITH

WILSON: ... let’s look at uranium.

smsmunumhnﬂm-d-dmm-dm
.

WEINBERG: ... but in far greater quantities.
-Mm”mhhmﬁudam

LOMANITZ:
atom ...
WILSON: ... orbited by 92 electrons ...
SERBER: ... and it can bind between 141 and 146 neutrons.
WEINBBRG:'nm’uwholebi‘hupofnb-Mcpm
smmﬁ-lofaperfed.bmhmhnpaﬁam.
mMANHZ:Soifyoanewmamwlpmam
nuclem...ltwonldn’tdivideneadyintotwoequllymd
stable elements.
WILSON: It’s a watermelon shot by a rifle ... it will be blown into
chunks.
LOMANHZ:Aswenid,uranhmmholdalotofneuuomath
co:e.uglnerelemenueannotoonuinnem-lyaamy.
SERBER:Soifyoumupliﬂinguraniumintolighterelemenh...
that’s a lot of neutrons left with no place to go.
"dhaveneutmmﬁr_lng -

WEINBERG: You split one atom

off in all directions ... .
WILSON: ... bombarding any surrounding atoms ...
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JACKIE: ... Frank was reading it at the time .-

FRANK: ... at the kitchen table . g
JACKIE: .. anmmmmmwd

ﬁmmhn ;
mmh:owmdm . ifhuman treatment ...
JACKIE: ... I was reading over his and I saw the coupon ..
FRANK: ... and without a word between us ...
JM...IWmthM
FRANK: .. mdlbokanenvabpeﬁ'ommydak

JACKIE: ... we posted it that afternoon.
FRANK.ItmaomedmemeedwyconWm...

JACKIE: .. d:ey-entusdneoelitﬂegmenhrtywdl . like
Hbrl!)'w'da |
m---wadwdmwa‘metmn’... =

itk .‘t}i Q’*

JACKIE. ‘nPGOPkﬁomd:elocdeommmﬁy ok




Page 13 of 25

?: eggs ...
mmcmlguyonmcmf :
WILSON: No, I ... I ... (Beat,) This project ...

...we.nhntbumem...udallyoum
Mmmdﬂn‘hmethhlswnhpddﬁn. oo MY
Hb’ohyme...harvedﬁomamhmdudpam”
.mblvalenee-Andambivalmceh,byiu _
mmnamwuyw
nmﬁm...mypuﬂudntcompotmd...themolewhr
wucuneofmyambivalence...isoneputpﬂdebondadm

} ompartbmmldon’tknowifluﬂlleverbeateue@n;
WILSON: Can we undo it, please? Can we ... befmeit‘saduaﬂy

... actually used? MET

g 1 (e AT
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TOM MORTON-SMITH

SERBER: What is this?

CHARLOTTE: It’s a book.
SERBER: So I see.
had on Japan. Left over from
not one of the titles we

CHARLOTTE: The only book we
" the Boy’s School .. . not one of the ...

brought with us.
SERBER: Bushidd.
CHARLOTTE: It’s a chivalric code. Thought it might come in
handy ... holdlncdoonforpoople ... which chopsticks for
mains ... which chopsticks for soup.
SERBER: I don't think it’s etiquette. 1 don’t think it’s table

manners.
CHARLOTTE: It’s all we had.
SERBER: I'll treasure it.
CHARLOTTE: It’s not to keep. Imustshownopreiuaﬂal

treatment.
SERBER: Yes, ma’am.

CHARIDI’I‘E.I’veMpeditomtfotammﬂl.
3 2
i ,<,§ : o Ay TAPERY
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SERBER: On the flight. On the ground.

CHARLOTTE: You can’t.

SERBER: No?

CHARLOTTE: It'll méke you a target ... army uniform ... an
enemy combatant ... a legitimate target.

SERBER: By the time I get to Japan they’ll be beaten. They won’t

fight.
CHARLOTTE: Ask to be issued with baggier pants.
SERBER: I'll write you. 3
CHARLOTTE: You must.
SERBER: Every day.
CHARLOTTE: You must. !
SERBER: I'll bring you a dressing gown. Silk. With embroidered
SERBER: No? Aok Bgmed i

CHARLOTTE: I won’t wear it.
SERBER: Don'’t be silly. Kiss:
. e A‘”ﬂf? oy B B
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ToOM MORTON-SMITH

BAND: One day and it ain’t far away
l‘llenllaqndouqnd.
And let you know I lo%e you so
You are my secret flame

2 = A VISIT TO JEAN
JEAN's apartment in San Francisco.

JEAN: Don’t stand in the doorway ... don’t stand in the hall ...
comein comein.’l‘hmhwlne Iknowdnuhm
ﬂluehynmdthmhw.nmhvo&d%dnl

havemudcmdﬂ:mwmbedandng . though the needle
has broken ... it doesn’t matter ... we can sing! Sing me a little

aonganddaneewithmealitﬂedmee Lif1 moving VI
die ... so spin ... spin me around the floor. 3o

OPPIE: You have tired me out. t
JEAN: M)Onedayanditain’tﬁraway ;

Il call a spade a spade B
Andletyouknowlloveyonso .«" AbE BOMES 4

ommuwa) o7 WY

ﬂﬂ‘ht» .‘ 8 100
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i | :

JEAN: Was that unsubtle? Was that a brickbat?

mwm
OPPIE: They them. They read them. They

and file them.

JEAN: I don’t care.

Omwmm&uemmﬁmmyﬂw That car
whuel’venev«knownmwhd#hmwm"m
that black sedan ... do you see it?

JEAN: I see it.
OPPIE: FBL

JEAN: How can you tell?

OPPIE: That car follows me. This ... this will be getting them
emitedamamedmmvinﬁnghilformerlover b
former lover who has been so very vocally »
pendlsindwh'notebooh»..,yqqgmmmifyo‘lml
Solwweatdl...shﬂléatdwili-;..mk_éltchnrthﬁ p
hide. i 47 A v
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TOM MORTON-SMITH

Jm:mmtd&em&hcdlm
M,Mcmqn-mmdmmhhm&
becomes an dndmdlm.ndlhonlyhmou_
simple, most most easily acquired knack,
that is required of him.’

OPPIE: (Touches her face.)

JEAN: What do you see?
OPPIE: A fire I can’t put out.
JEAN: Kiss me if you want to.
OPPIE: Is that what you want?
JEAN: I want it to make me happy.

OPPIE: We know it won’t.
JEAN: The world is ugly. It is full of ugly things. And ugly people.

Doing 1 bs. Under Fi money. To
o s ety e, 5 o o vy

ugly food. To feed

children can kill someone else’s ugly child in an ugly way. I
find myself embarrassed ... for my youth. Is there anything -
‘I want to change the world’? (Beat.) Are you going to stay? If
it’s the last time - stay. rag

3 IN GENERAL GROVES’ OFFICE
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This study group of yours ...unmml-nph"‘
something substantial is done. :

that finally
19 — LECTURE SERIES:
THE MAN WHO BUILT THE PENTAGON
ulldwdnoﬂud'my
1 Built these corridors ...

the properti
understand the purpose

I can’t say that I do, sir.’ It is weapons development.
sinlwashopingforacmhbatudgnmmt.sir. Overseas, sir.’
"Ihatisnotgoingwhappen.’,‘lsee,dn’ “The development
ofﬂﬁsnewmniumbombiswbeooineamﬂlﬁryopuaﬁon—’
“Yes, sir.’ It is to be instilled with a sense of urgency.’ ‘Yes,
sir.’” “If you do this job right, it will win us the war.’ ‘...
‘Groves?’ ‘Yes, sir.’ ‘I said it will win us the war.’ ‘We have
bombs already, sir.’ “The decision has been made. You will
bepromotedtotbemnkquenenl.’-'lfhmkyou,' sir.  was
hopmgforacombataaslgnment,girjz‘Well,youhaveﬂﬂs

aide. If*Iamonﬂeredto‘buﬂdi’ all, I buy bricks. If Iam
ordered to shoot a man, I count my bullets. If 1 am ordered to
1 tr: cons a ﬁrpehbh Where
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TOM MORTON-SMITH

SERBER: Well, I'll take a bottle of whiskey.
TELLER: And if we set fire to the atmosphere?
smmrmtmmm
i | TELLER and the other physicists exit, leaving SERBER alone with
i CHARLOTTE.
' SERBER: Don'’t grind your teeth.
CHARLOTTE: I’m not grinding my teeth.
SERBER: I know you.
CHARLOTTE: I'm the only department head who won’t be
present at the Trinity test.
SERBER: Don't ...
CHARLOTTE: 'm not allowed to get pissed off?
SERBER: We'll be in dugout holes in the desert. There aren’t the
facilities.

' CHARLOTTE: What facilities’ do you think a woman needs? You
think I need to be surrounded by potpourri and doilies in
order to take a shit?

SERBER.Itiswhatitil.

CHARImml’magodchmheadofdivision.Itmayonlybe
the Library Division .. - but d youbelieve wilhthemaau
'oal“dlu:l,papetwm-kmia9 information ... that this
.im‘)jectmuld meéedwlthout'aﬁ efficient and organized ...?

% o RN
3K G0N ob m&
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,u\...x.}‘k..)u—




7OM g .
m'o'”l mmm

-
'y )

‘ M!ﬂ“

P——————
.*7;

TELLER: .. ten miles from 3
‘.“I“ﬂ'
SERBER: .. my w agar
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9 — LECTURE SERIES: THE MODEL ATOM
LOMANTITZ: The internal structure of the atom consists of three
WEINBERG: ... the positively charged proton ...

WILSON: .... the negatively charged electron ...

SERBER: ... and the neutron .. /

LOMANITZ: . whldllmm
wnson.mmamm-&mmd

protons at its core.
WEINBERG: Hydrogen ...

WILSON: ... the lightest element ...

WEINBERG: ... has only a single proton at its heart.

LOMANITZ: Helium ... the next lightest element ... has a nucleus
with two protons and two neutrons.

SERBER: This is lithium ... ]

WILSON: ... third in the periodic table.

‘ bound to four neutrons and orbited

LOMANITZ: Three
by three electrons.
WEINBERG: 'I‘heelecu'onsaredesperatetobepmofﬂxenndem

SERBER: ... they’re negatively charged . the protons positively

chmged there’s an attraction.
WILSON: Butebctronsareﬁdgety;... they can’t keep still.
Smmwmﬂﬂaenergybutthey’reuedtothe
,, | . wdhﬁ
ork on a piece of string.

PEPLE.

“":ff"' girectic atthesamehme...a ;
" 1’3«: 4 ‘
“"'f‘; n l-c tothewhﬂldwm o \‘\

h AL l ’i\{ ‘QO
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TOM MORTON-SMITH

Fﬂf ]
i WILSON: ... let’s look at uranium.

SERBER: Uranium is still made of protons, electrons and neutrons
.

WEINBERG: ... but in far greater quantities.
wMANﬂZMm”mhhmchud.m

atom ..
WILSON: ... orbited by 92 electrons ...
SERBER: ... and it can bind between 141 and 146 neutrons.
WEINBERG: That’s a whole big heap of sub-atomic particles.

SERBER: Half of a perfect atom is an imperfect one.
were to use a neutron to split a uranium

LOMANITZ: So if you
nucleus ... it wouldn’t divide neatly into two equally sized
stable elements. |
WILSON: It’s a watermelon shot by a rifle ... it will be blown into

chnnk.s.
LOMANITZ: As we said, uranium can hold a lot of neutrons at its

core. Lighter elements cannot contain nearly as many.
SERBERSoﬂ'yoanpHﬂinguranhmmthterelemenh

that’s a lot of neutrons left with no place to go.
WEmBERG-Ymaplitoneawmandyoqdhaveneutmmﬁring

offin all directions ...
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